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DESIGNING
BETTER

In decades to come - as the population ages,
the number of people living in a household
will continue to grow smaller and people
seek to be closer to transport and other
services - apartments are likely to become

an increasingly popular housing choice. That
includes apartments within wholly residential
buildings as well as mixed-use developments
that combine businesses and residences.

Well-designed apartment buildings provide
comfortable, welcoming and enduring homes:
that help to create better neighbourhoods
and better streets, benefiting the whole
community.

The Northern Territory Planning Commission
is working with the community and industry
to explore options for amending the planning
system to better enable best practice design
outcomes to be achieved in apartment design.




Designing Better draws on feedback already
received from the community and industry
through previous projects. It aims to enable
the best possible design for apartments and
mixed-use developments. Designing Better
does not seek to prescribe how to design a
building. Rather, it seeks to set the stage for
good things to happen through minimum
standards and clear objectives.

Designing Better puts forward some ideas
and approaches, outlined in this publication,
and invites further input from the community
and industry. Ultimately, it will lead to a suite
of recommendations to amend the Northern
Territory Planning Scheme.

I’

The design ideas outlined here are
explored more fully in the Designing
Better Discussion Paper, available at
planningcommission.nt.gov.au. For more
information or to have your say, go to
haveyoursay.nt.gov.au/designing-better.
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IDEA 2 - CONTEXTUAL
RESPONSE

Well-designed buildings respond to the climate and
Territory environment through:

> design that addresses, for example, seasonally high
rainfall in the Top End and temperature variations in
Central Australia

> developing the Territory character through materials,
shapes and colours

> being good neighbours and respecting setbacks

> providing meaningful and sympathetic landscaping
between and in front of buildings

> taking cues from and responding to the streetscape.
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HOW TO BE INVOLVED

To access more information, provide a submission, or to find
out about consulation activities, get in touch with us at:
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www.haveyoursay.nt.gov.au

ntpc@nt.gov.au

(%

08 8924 7540

RELATED DOCUMENT

Read about this project in more detail
by obtaining this document:

planningcommission.nt.gov.au or
haveyoursay.nt.gov.au



